[A case of syringomyelia associated with postoperative extradural cyst and adhesive arachnoiditis].
We report a rare case of syringomyelia associated with postoperative adhesive arachnoiditis and an extradural cyst. A 61-year-old male was admitted to our hospital five years after surgical removal of a cervical neurinoma. He complained of progressive quadriparesis and sensory disturbance. A CT scan showed a large cyst posteriorly within the C2, 3, 4 laminectomy area. MRI revealed syringomyelia with an extradural cyst at the C2, 3, 4 level. The operative findings revealed adhesive arachnoiditis on the dorsal surface at the C2, 3, 4 level and an extradural cyst communicating with the subarachnoid space through a dural defect on the left side of the C2 level. By excision of the extradural cyst and placement of a syringo-cisternal shunt, the syringomyelia shrank and the extradural cyst disappeared. It can be speculated that the pathogenesis of syringomyelia in this case was associated with ischemic change of the spinal cord due to compression and constriction caused by the extradural cyst and adhesive arachnoiditis.